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                      16 July 2001
MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION
SUBJECT:  Beret Wear Policy #4-12
1.  PURPOSE.  This letter prescribes policy for wear of the black beret and for wear of headgear that the black beret replaces. The information in this letter will be incorporated into the revision of Army Regulation (AR) 670-1. When published, the revision will supersede this letter.
2.  PROPONENT AND EXCEPTION AUTHORITY.  The proponent of this letter is the Chief of Staff. The proponent has the authority to approve exceptions to this letter that are consistent with controlling law and regulations.
3.  REFERENCES.
    a.  Required publications
        (1) AR 670-1, Wear and Appearance of Army Uniforms and Insignia)
        (2) DA PAM 710-2-1, Using Unit Supply System (Manual Procedures)
        (3) CTA 50-900, Clothing and Individual Equipment
    b.  Related Publications 
        (1) AR 70-1, Army Acquisition Policy
        (2) AR 700-84, Issue and Sale of Personal Clothing
4.  RESPONSIBILITIES. 
    a.  Commanders. Commanders ensure all personnel under their command posses the minimum quantities of headgear items as prescribed by AR 670-1, AR 700-84, and Common Table of Allowances (CTA) 50-900 and that the headgear is properly fitted
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and in serviceable condition. They ensure personnel wear only authorized insignia as prescribed by AR 670-1. Commanders must also ensure training takes place prior to implementation date. Training will include proper fit, proper wear, proper maintenance of the beret as well as, hair styles/cuts [see paragraph 6(a – b(2)].  

    b.  Soldiers. When purchasing headgear or insignia from establishments other than the Army military clothing sales store, soldiers must ensure the items are authorized for wear and that they conform to appropriate military specifications.

5.  IMPLEMENTATION DATE. On 14 June 2001, the Army transitioned to the beret as the standard Army headgear. Soldiers (officers, warrant officers, and enlisted) who are not authorized to wear the tan, green, or maroon berets will wear the black beret. Soldiers in units on installations that receive the black beret after the implementation date will begin wearing at the direction of their installation commander. Soldiers who have been issued the black beret who are subsequently reassigned to an installation where the beret has not been issued will comply with the installation commander’s wear policy regarding the black beret.

    a.  A follow-on FRAGO will determine the black beret implementation date for permanent party soldiers assigned to Ft. Jackson.

    b.  Beret transition ceremonies will be held at BN level or lower upon release of FRAGO. Suggested ceremony time is 0600. Commanders will conduct an appropriate ceremony recognizing the historical significance of the beret and the transition it represents to the Army. 

    c.  Arrival of the berets on Ft. Jackson is TBD. CIF will issue the berets to the Brigade S4. The Bde S4 will sub-hand receipt the berets to BN S4’s.

    d.  BN S4’s will issue the berets using the DA Form 3161 to the individual soldiers. Only one beret will be 
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issued to each soldier. Soldiers will purchase their second beret from the Military Clothing Sales Store.

    e.  Once the soldiers are issued the berets, the BN S4’s will turn-in DA Forms 3161 to their appropriate Brigade S4’s for processing to CIF.

    f.  CIF will add the beret to the soldiers CIF record. Soldiers will not be required to turn-in berets upon clearing the installation.

6.  WEAR OF THE BERET AND OTHER HEADGEAR. Information below provides policy for wear of the beret and other headgear:

    a.  Beret. 

        (1)  General. The beret is the basic headgear for utility and service (class A and B) uniforms in garrison environments. It is a retainable, non-recoverable organizational issue item (DA Pam 710-2-1 governs procedures for the turn-in and re-issue of the beret). Soldiers will not wear the beret in field or training environments, or on deployments, unless authorized by the commander. Additionally, if the commander determines other environments are not suitable for wear of the beret, such as work details, the commander may direct soldiers to wear other appropriate headgear. Personnel being transferred from one organization to another may continue to wear the beret and flash of the former unit until reporting for duty at the new organization. Only those personnel authorized to wear the tan, green, and maroon berets, military police, or personnel assigned to Air Assault coded positions are authorized to wear bloused boots with the class A and B uniform.

        (a)  Unless otherwise indicated below, soldiers who are not authorized to wear the tan, green, maroon berets will wear the black beret, including senior and junior Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) Instructors. Soldiers are issued the black beret upon assignment to their first permanent duty assignment after the completion of initial entry training or officer/warrant officer basic courses. Cadets and officer/warrant officer candidates will not wear the black beret. Split-option soldiers or soldiers 
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in the Simultaneous Membership Program will wear the black beret only when performing their duties with their units and will wear the headgear described in paragraphs b and c below when in a cadet or trainee status. Soldiers not issued the black beret will wear headgear as indicated in paragraphs b and c below.

        (b)  Soldiers will wear the Army flash until 14 June 2002. Thereafter, soldiers will wear the approved flash for the major Army command (MACOM) to which they are assigned. 

        (2)  Composition. The beret consists of a woolen knitted outer shell (lined or unlined) with a leather sweatband and an adjusting ribbon threaded through the binding. The beret is equipped with a stiffener on the left front for the attachment of organizational flashes and insignia.

        (3)  Wear. The beret is worn so that the headband (edge binding) is straight across the forehead, 1 inch above the eyebrows. No hair may be visible on the forehead beneath the headband. The flash is positioned over the left eye, and the excess material is draped over to the right ear, to at least the top of the ear, and no lower than the middle of the ear. Personnel will cut off the ends of the adjusting ribbon and secure the ribbon knot inside the edge binding at the back of the beret. When worn properly, the beret is form fitting to the 

head; therefore, soldiers may not wear hairstyles that cause distortion of the beret.(REF. AR 670-1 revision letter, dated 14 June 2001).

        (4)  Beret insignia. Officers and warrant officers wear non-subdued grade insignia centered on the beret flash, and chaplains wear their branch insignia. Enlisted personnel wear their distinctive unit insignia centered on the beret flash. General officers may wear full, medium-sized stars on the beret. Stars are worn point-to-point and may be mounted on a bar as an option.

    b.  Patrol cap.       
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      (1)  General. The patrol cap (formerly called the battle dress uniform (BDU) cap) is worn with the BDU in field environments, on deployments when the kevlar helmet is not worn; on work details; or when the commander determines conditions are unsuitable for wear of the beret. Additionally, personnel in

initial training categories who are not issued or who do not wear the black beret (see para 6a(1)a) wear the patrol cap with the BDU. The patrol cap is available in both hot weather and temperate fabrics.

     (2)  Training area headgear. Unit commanders will determine the headgear for their unit based on METT-T. However, the general policy is to wear the beret in the cantonment area and appropriate headgear at ranges and training areas. The “cut-line” for the beret is Golden Arrow RD. Soldiers and Cadre training WEST of Golden Arrow RD will generally wear the Beret. Headgear EAST of Golden Arrow RD is determined by the commander but generally the patrol cap, kevlar helmet or Drill Sergeant campaign hat is worn. The headgear for road marches is the patrol cap or kevlar helmet. 

    c.  Garrison cap. Soldiers in initial training categories who have not been issued or who do not wear the black beret (see para 6a(1)a) will wear the garrison cap with the class A and B uniforms. The garrison cap and associated insignia are worn as currently described in AR 670-1.

7.  POC for CIF issue is Mr. Poole (Chief, CIF) at 751-7213.

8.  POC for this MOI is SSG Ellis at 751-1165.
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                               SCOTT E. NAHRWOLD

                               COL, GS

                               Chief of Staff
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