Cue: The first color guard moves to the table and places the rifle at the start of the narrative.


The War of Independence was fought from 1776-1782 by a volunteer force assembled from the original 13 colonies.  These brave soldiers brought us our independence from Great Britain.  This rifle was recovered from the hands of one of the first to die for our freedom in some field near Concord Massachusetts following the first Armed Conflict between the militia and British troop.  Thousands never came home.

Cue:  Second and third color guard will begin walking toward the table when the rifle is placed.  Second and third color guard places the chair beside the table.  Cue the forth guard to start moving to the table when the chair is placed. 


World War II was the most devastating war in human history.  Millions of lives were lost in defense of the worlds freedom.  This rocking chair represents the thousands of mothers, fathers, grandmothers and grand fathers who waited at home for 292,131 Americans who would never return.

Cue:  Forth color guard places the rose as the narrative is read.  Cue the fifth color guard to move to the table when the rose is placed. 


Communism from the North brought war to the Korea Peninsula in 1950.  The United States lost 23,300 to gain Armistice in July 1953.  This rose represents the hopes and dreams of peace for each held by our soldier who made the ultimate sacrifice for the people of South Korea.

Cue the fifth color guard to place the wine on the table while the narrative is read.  Cue the sixth color guard to move to the table when the rose is placed.


57,685 casualties came with the cease fire following 10 long years of direct U.S. evolvement in the Vietnam War.  This glass of wine represents all of the life’s hopes and dreams never realized by those who were lost.

Cue the sixth color guard to place the ribbon on the table.  Cue the sixth guard to move to the table to place the candle when the rose is placed.


This yellow ribbon represents the hopes and prayers of the thousands of families and friends who asked for the safe return of their loved ones from Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm.  Of over 500,000 U.S. service personnel hopes and prayers for 246 went unanswered.

Cue all guards to move forward to light the candle.  The first guard will assist the seventh guard in lighting the candle.  A 30 second pause will be performed at the appropriate point, (Cue by Maj Plummer).  


The lighting of this candle represents serves to remind us of the ultimate sacrifice our fallen comrades and their families have made to preserve the precious freedom we cherish here today.  In small tribute, I ask that we take a moment of silence as an expression of our gratitude to those who sacrificed for us.

Cue:  After 30 seconds of silence, the bugler will play taps.  On the first note of tapes, the color guard will present arms, then execute order arms after the completion of taps. The seventh color guard will extinguish the candle and return to the guard formation.  The color guard will then execute a left face and move out of the area, then return to their seats.   

