FALLEN SOLDIER NARRATIVE

· This table, set for one, is small – symbolizing the frailty of one prisoner alone against his oppressors.

REMEMBER!

· The tablecloth is white, symbolizing the purity of intentions to respond to our country’s call to arms.

REMEMBER!

· The single rose reminds us of the families and loved ones that keep the faith – awaiting the return of our comrades-in-arms.

REMEMBER!

· The bracelet worn upon the wrists of thousands whose unyielding determination demands a proper accounting of our missing.

REMEMBER!

· The Purple Heart and Bronze Star.  The symbols of individual sacrifice and courage in the face of the enemy.
REMEMBER!

· A slice of lemon to remind us of their bitter fate.

REMEMBER!

· Spilled salt upon the plate, representing the tears of the children who will never know their touch or the whisper of their voices.

REMEMBER!

· An inverted glass – they cannot toast with us this night.

REMEMBER!

· All of you who served with them and called them comrades, who relied upon their strength, experience, insight, and aid -- Remember – for surely they have not forsaken you.

REMEMBER!

The table had:  Combat boots, steel pot, bayonet, bronze star, purple heart, PWO/MIA bracelet, dinner set-up, lemon, salt, wine glass, tablecloth, and a picture of the statue at the Vietnam Veteran’s memorial.

