93d Signal Brigade  991203

Dining Out

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

1800- 1840


COCKTAILS

1845





MR. VICE: DIRECTS THE BUGLER TO PLAY  “MESS CALL.”





BUGLER PLAYS MESS CALL TWICE





THE MEMBERS OF THE MESS WILL FILE INTO 





THE DINING ROOM AND STAND BEHIND 





THEIR CHAIRS.

1855





MR. VICE: ( ONCE THE MEMBERS OF THE MESS HAVE ASSEMBLED) “FELLOW OFFICERS, NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS, FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF THE MESS,  THE OFFICIAL PARTY.”

MR. VICE:  “MR. PRESIDENT, THE MESS IS ASSEMBLED”

PRESIDENT:  “THANK YOU MISTER VICE”

1900





PRESIDENT:  COMMANDS “COLOR SERGEANT.”




THE COLOR GUARD WILL ENTER FROM SIDE DOOR. 

THE DRUM ROLL BEGINS ON THE COMMAND OF THE PRESIDENT.

COLOR SERGEANT:  COMMANDS, “FORWARD,  MARCH.”

COLOR SERGEANT AND COLORS MOVE TO A  PREDETERMINED POSITION, THEN  
COMMANDS, 


“COLORS, HALT.  LEFT FACE.”

COLOR SERGEANT:  COMMANDS, “PRESENT, ARMS” AND REPORTS “SIR, THE COLORS ARE PRESENT.”

PRESIDENT:  “POST THE COLORS” (RETURNS SALUTE)

(UPON RIGHT FACE, THE DRUMMER INITIATES DRUM ROLL UNTIL THE COMMAND HALT IS GIVEN).

COLOR SERGEANT:  “ORDER, ARMS. RIGHT FACE.  FORWARD, MARCH.  (THE COLOR GUARD MOVES TO THE REAR OF THE HEAD TABLE, CENTERS ON FLAG STAND AND HALTS.)  “COLORS, HALT. RIGHT, FACE.”  (WITHOUT COMMAND, COLOR BEARERS PLACE COLORS IN THE STAND.  WHEN THE COLORS ARE IN THE STAND, STREAMERS AND COLORS ARANGED PROPERLY, THE COLOR SERGEANT COMMANDS, “PRESENT, ARMS.”

CUE: SPC Durant (252d Signal Company) will sing the National Anthem after the color guards go to present arms.  COLOR GUARDS WILL GO TO ORDER ARMS AT THE COMPLETION OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM.

COLOR SERGEANT COMMANDS, “ORDER, ARMS. LEFT, FACE. FORWARD, MARCH.”

(THE COLOR GUARD EXITS THE AREA AND PREPARES TO PERFORM THE FALLEN COMRADE CEREMONY.)

1905

NARRATOR:  “PLEASE REMAIN STANDING FOR THE INVOCATION.”

(CHAPLAIN RENDERS INVOCATION AND RETURNS TO SEAT)

PRESIDENT OF THE MESS:  (RAPS GAVEL ONCE) “PLEASE BE SEATED.”

1910

MR. VICE:  “MR. PRESIDENT”

PRESIDENT:  “YES, MISTER VICE?”

MISTER VICE:  “I WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST THAT THE MESS BE OPENED.”

PRESIDENT:  “FELLOW OFFICER, NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS I DECLARE THAT THE MESS IS OPENED.”

MISTER VICE: SIGNALS THE NARRATOR TO READ THE HISTORY OF THE DINING OUT AND INTRODUCE THE HEAD TABLE

NARRATOR:  READS HISTORY OF DINING OUT.  INTRODUCES THE HEAD TABLE AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE MESS.

DINING OUT HISTORY:  THE DINNING OUT IS SIMILAR TO THE DINNING IN, THE EXCEPTION BEING THAT THE COMMANDER CAN INVITE SPOUSES AND FRIENDS TO THE OFICERS MESS SHOW APPRECIATION FOR THE SUPPORT PROVIDED TO THE COMMAND BY FAMILY MEMBER AND FRIENDS. 

THE DINING-IN IS SHROUDED IN THE HISTORY OF THE MILITARY,  ORIGINATING IN THE UNIVERSITIES OF THE TENTH CENTURY, WHERE A WIDELY DISPERSED STUDENT BODY GATHERED PERIODICALLY, TO EXCHANGE IDEAS IN A COMMON ATMOSPHERE. THE DINING -IN WAS QUICKLY ADOPTED BY MILITARY UNITS OF THAT PERIOD.  COMMANDERS REALIZED, THAT CAMARADERIE AMONG THEIR MEMBERS WAS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THEIR ORGANIZATIONS, AND FURTHER, THAT A FORMAL BANQUET PROVIDED AN EXCELLENT SITUATION IN WHICH TO RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING PERSONNEL.  DURING THE COLONIAL PERIOD IN INDIA, MANDATORY BRITISH OFFICERS’ MESS FUNCTIONS WERE CONDUCTED FREQUENTLY, BY SUCH FAMED UNITS AS THE BENGAL LANCERS AND AS TIME PROGRESSED, THESE BECAME AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE MILITARY SOCIAL PATTERN.

DURING BOTH THE FIRST AND SECOND WORLD WARS, AMERICAN FORCES IN EUROPE WERE EXPOSED TO THIS CUSTOM AND READILY ASSIMILATED IT INTO THEIR TRADITIONS, COMBINING PERSONNEL.  DURING THE COLONIAL PERIOD IN INDIA, MANDATORY BRITISH THE BEST ASPECTS OF THEIR OWN MANDATORY MESSES WITH THOSE OF ALLIED UNITS.  

IN GENERAL, THE  DINING-IN  IS A FORMAL BANQUET IN WHICH A HIGH DEGREE OF MILITARY ATMOSPHERE IS MAINTAINED, TOGETHER WITH AN AIR OF TRADITION AND FELLOWSHIP.  IT IS CUSTOMARY DURING THESE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SERVICE, TO HEAR AN ADDRESS BY A DISTINGUISHED GUEST, AND TO PRESENT A SERIES OF TOASTS TO DIGNITARIES, HEADS OF STATE, AND TO OUR FALLEN COMRADES.

THE DINING-OUT IS COMPARABLE TO A MILITARY DINING-IN AS FAR AS ITS PURPOSE AND FUNCTION ARE CONCERNED.  IT, HOWEVER, AFFORDS THE MILITARY MEMBER TO INVITE GUESTS TO ATTEND THIS PRESTIGOUS EVENT.  THEREFORE, WHEN INVITED, YOU SHOULD CONSIDER YOUR ATTENDANCE BE AN OCCASION TO BE TREASURED.

NARRATOR:  INTRODUCES THE HEAD TABLE.  

USE THE PROGRAM AND INTRODUCE FROM THE PRESIDENT’S RIGHT AND THEN ON THE PRESIDENT’S LEFT.  

INTRODUTION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE MESS:  “AT THIS TIME IT IS MY DUTY AND PLEASURE TO INTRODUCE COL SNOOK, THE PRESIDENT OF THE MESS.”

PRESIDENT:  MAKES OPENING REMARKS

PRESIDENT:  “MISTER VICE, SAMPLE THE WINE TO SEE IF IT IS PALATABLE TO THE TASTE.”

MISTER VICE:  (SAMPLE WINE) “MR. PRESIDENT, I HAVE SAMPLED THE WINE AND FIND IT TO BE OF THE FINEST BOUQUET…IT TASTE AS SWEET AS NECTAR FROM A BEAUTIFUL ORCHID THAT WAS USED IN THE AMBROSIA OF THE GREEK GODS AND FIND IT TO BE PLEASING TO THE PALATE.”

PRESIDENT:  “THANK YOU, MISTER VICE.  MEMBERS OF THE MESS, PLEASE RISE AND CHARGE YOUR GLASSES.”

FIRST TOAST:  “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I PROPOSE A TOAST TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.” FIRST SERGEANT SMITH, 67TH
RESPONSE BY ALL:  “TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA”

SECOND TOAST:  “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I PROPOSE A TOAST TO THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.”FIRST SERGEANT JOHNSON, 67TH
RESPONSE BY ALL:  “TO THE PRESIDENT.”

THIRD TOAST:  “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I PROPOSE A TOAST TO THE SIGNAL CORPS REGIMENT.”SGM WASHINGTON, 63 D 

RESPONSE BY ALL:  “TO THE SIGNAL CORPS REGIMENT.”

FOURTH TOAST:  “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I PROPOSE A TOAST TO OUR HONORED GUEST.”  (MAJ LEARY, 63D SIG BN)

RESPONSE BY ALL:  “TO OUR HONORED GUEST.”

FIFTH TOAST:  “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I PROPOSE A TOAST TO THE 93D SIGNAL BRIGADE.”FIRST SERGEANT BENNETT, HHC 93D

RESPONSE BY ALL:  “TO THE 93D SIGNAL BRIGADE.”

SIXTH TOAST:  “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I PROPOSE A TOAST TO THE LADIES.”  FIRST SERGEANT PEARSON, 67th

RESPONSE BY ALL:  “TO THE LADIES.”

1SG PEARSON:  “GENTLEMEN, PLEASE SEAT THE LADIES.”

MR VICE: “ MR PRESIDENT, IT IS FITTING THAT PAY PROPER TRIBUTE TO OUR FALLEN COMRADES.  WE HAVE PREPARED A CEREMONY FITTING FOR THIS OCCASION TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE TRADITIONAL TOAST OF HONOR.  

PRESIDENT :  MEMBERS OF THE MESS, PLEASE BE SEATED. 

PRESIDENT:  YOU MAY PROCEED MR VICE.

MR VICE:  MAJ PLUMMER, WOULD YOU COME FORTH AND OFFICIATE THE CEREMONY, THEN PROVIDE THE TOAST FOR OUR FALLEN COMRADES?

CUE:  HOUSELIGHTS ARE DIMMED

MAJ PLUMMER:  READS THE PORTION FOR THE FALLEN COMRADES PRESENTATION.  

Cue: The first color guard moves to the table and places the rifle at the start of the narrative.

MAJOR PLUMMER: The War of Independence was fought from 1776-1782 by a volunteer force assembled from the original 13 colonies.  These brave soldiers brought us our independence from Great Britain.  This rifle was recovered from the hands of one of the first to die for our freedom in a small field near Concord Massachusetts following the first Armed Conflict between the militia and British troop.  Thousands never came home.

Cue:  Second and third color guard will begin walking toward the table when the rifle is placed.  Second and third color guard places the chair beside the table.  Cue: The forth guard to starts moving to the table when the chair is placed. 

MAJOR PLUMMER: World War II was the most devastating war in human history.  Millions of lives were lost in defense of the world’s freedom.  This rocking chair represents the thousands of mothers, fathers, grandmothers and grand fathers who waited at home for 292,131 Americans who would never return.

Cue:  Forth color guard places the rose as the narrative is read.  Cue the fifth color guard to move to the table when the rose is placed. 

MAJOR PLUMMER: Communism from the North brought war to the Korea Peninsula in 1950.  The United States lost 23,300 to gain Armistice in July 1953.  This rose represents the hopes and dreams of peace for each held by our soldier who made the ultimate sacrifice for the people of South Korea.

Cue the fifth color guard to place the wine on the table while the narrative is read.  Cue the sixth color guard to move to the table when the RIBBON is placed.

MAJOR PLUMMER: 57,685 casualties came with the cease fire following 10 long years of direct U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War.  This glass of wine represents all of the life’s hopes and dreams never realized by those who were lost.

Cue the sixth color guard to place the ribbon on the table.  Cue the seventh guard to move to the table to place the candle when the rose is placed.

MAJOR PLUMMER: This yellow ribbon represents the hopes and prayers of the thousands of families and friends who asked for the safe return of their loved ones from Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm.  Of over 500,000 U.S. service personnel hopes and prayers for 246 went unanswered.

Cue all guards to move forward to light the candle.  The first guard will assist the seventh guard in lighting the candle.  A 30 second pause will be performed at the appropriate point, (Cue by Maj Plummer).  

MAJOR PLUMMER: The lighting of this candle serves to remind us of the ultimate sacrifice our fallen comrades and their families have made to preserve the precious freedom we cherish here today.  In small tribute, I ask that we take a moment of silence as an expression of our gratitude to those who sacrificed for us.

Cue:  30 seconds of silence. 

CUE:   The bugler will play taps.  On the first note of taps, the color guard will present arms, then execute order arms after the completion of taps. The seventh color guard will move forward and extinguish the candle, return to the guard formation.  The color guard will then execute appropriate facing movement depart the area and return to their seats.   

CUE: RETURN HOUSE LIGHTS TO NORMAL LEVEL

MAJ PLUMMER: “ LADIES AND GENTLEMAN, PLEASE STAND WITH ME FOR THE FINAL TOAST”.

MAJOR PLUMMER:  “I PROPOSE A TOAST TO OUR FALLEN COMRADES’

RESPONSE BY ALL:  “TO OUR FALLEN COMRADES” MEMBERS OF THE MESS, PLEASE BE SEATED

1920

PRESIDENT:  “MR. VICE”

MR. VICE:  “YES, MR. PRESIDENT”

PRESIDENT:  “MISTER VICE, HAVE THE MASTER OF THE BREW PREPARE THE INFAMOUS SIGNAL CORPS CONCORTINE”.

MR. VICE:  “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, IT IS NOT TIME FOR THE MASTER OF BREW TO COME FORWARD TO PREPARE THE BREW IN THE CENTURY OLD TRADITION OF SMOKE SIGNALERS AND MESSENGERS.”

MASTER OF BREW:  “93RD SIGNAL BRIGADE BREW IS A BREW OF PROVEN MEDICINAL VALUE.  IT WILL CURE WHAT AILS YOU, OR IT WILL INSURE THAT YOU DON’T CARE.  WE WEAN OUR CHILDREN ON IT AND CARRY IT IN OUR CANTEENS TO WARD OFF THE WINTER’S CHILL.  OUR EQUIPMENT AND HAS PROVEN TO BE SUPER EFFECTIVE AS FUEL FOR OUR VEHICLES.”

“TRUE SIGNALERS MAINTAIN A BASE FOR THE BREW IN THEIR HOME AT ALL TIMES AND ENJOY IT AT THEIR LEISURE.  IN PREPARATION FOR OUR GATHERING, I TOOK A QUANTITY OF STOCK SEALED IN A #10 CAN, AND BURIED IT AT THE BASE OF SIGNAL TOWERS.  THERE IT HAS BEEN AGING, AND AS TRADITION REQUIRES, ON A MOONLESS NIGHT LAST WEEK, WE DUG IT UP AND HAVE NOW LAID IT DOWN AS A BASE FOR OUR BREW.  BATTALIONS BRING TO THE BREW AN INGREDIENT THAT HAS SPECIAL MEANING FOR US ALL.”

MASTER OF THE BREW:  “HEADQUARTERS & HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, 93RD SIGNAL BRIGADE, WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO ADD TO THE BREW?”

HHC, 93rd Signal Brigade: brings Pigeon Soup in honor of “Yank”, a member or the African Pigeon Platoon of the 829th Signal Division during the March 1943 Southern Tunisia Campaign, North Africa.  The first complete report of the recapture of Gafsa was carried by “Yank” when he flew from the battle line, 90 miles to the Corps Headquarters in Te’bessa in 110 minutes.  Wire was not available due to the rapid movement of advancing elements.  Radio silence had not been broken, and messenger (ground that is) was too risky, Although “Yank” would have disagreed.

HHC, 93d Signal Brigade: brings the Nectar of Fruit So Sweet (Cognac).  It represents the French, who contributed so much to the winning of our National Freedom and who provided many fine Signal pieces for Army.

MASTER OF THE BREW:  “56TH SIGNAL BATTALION WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO ADD TO THE BREW?”

56th Signal Battalion (252d Signal Company): brings fine, clear crystal water (Champagne) from all over this land.  This water signifies the quality of the Signal Corps, the Voice of Battle, for as we all know, we Signal Soldiers lend dignity by our mere presence.

MASTER OF THE BREW:  “67th SIGNAL BATTALION WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO ADD TO THE BREW?”

67th Signal Battalion: brings the Essence of Many Oils (Scotch).  These oils represent our British Heritage, our Noble Allies, with whom we have fought many rounds, and with whom we guard freedom today.

67th Signal Battalion: brings the Bittersweet Blood from our fallen comrades (Red Wine).  This is the blood from Signalers who landed on Normandy Beach with the First of the Eighth Infantry, the First of the Twenty Second Infantry, and the Fourth Infantry division during the Arrowhead Invasion of France, June 6, 1944.  Let us not forget all of our soldiers who have shed their blood in the pursuit of freedom.

MASTER OF THE BREW:  “63D SIGNAL BATTALION WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO ADD TO THE BREW?”

63d Signal Battalion (Headquarters): brings good corn squeezing.  These squeezing remind us of our earliest American Heritage; our heritage of the citizen soldier who served honorably and well at a moments notice.

63d Signal Battalion (Headquarters & Headquarters Company): brings the sweat from each soldier’s brow (Bourbon).  A catalyst to tie our brew together.  It represents all the service of all the men of arms of all nations, and serves to remind us of our common blood and that no one arms can do it all.  We must have a combined arms team on the battlefield.

1SG STEWART, 63D SIGNAL BATTALION:  I bring forth the green sock sent here for this occasion by a member of the Queen of Battle, the basic infantry soldier.  This particular sock, as you can see from the color, and the state of repair has been in use for a long, long time.  It has served its’ owner well and it is only fitting that we retire it here, tonight in the presence of soldiers.  

1SG WASHINGTON, 63D SIGNAL BATTALION:  I am honored to provide the sand removed from the tracks of an M-1 Abrams tank and a Bradley Fighting Vehicle.  This sand was removed during re-deployment following offensive heavy armor and mechanized infantry operations at the close of the Gulf War.

1SG ROCK, C COMPANY, 63 D SIGNAL BATTALION:  My task is to add a piece of history to the grog.  I search far and wide to find an ingrediant of the historical value, that would meet the requirements of the grog.  Members of the mess, I bring you the residual deposits left by the horses assigned to the cavalry led by Theodore Roosevelt during his gallant charge up San Juan Hill. 

MASTER OF THE BREW:  “MIX THE BREW”

****Note:  Assistant to the Master of Brew takes a large spoon and stirs the punch.  The assistant then gives a small taste to the Master of the Brew.

MASTER OF THE BREW:  “THIS BREW IS NOT QUITE RIGHT….SOMETHING IS MISSING.  WHAT HAVE WE FORGOTTEN?”

CSM MOONEY:  MR. VICE, I BELIEVE I HAVE THE MISSING INGREDIENT?”

MR. VICE:  CSM MOONEY, STEP FORWARD WITH THE MISSING INGREDIENT.

CSM MOONEY, 63 D SIGNAL BATTALION:  Sir, ……………Narrative TBP 
MR. VICE:  MR President. In the tradition of the mess, I ask that you identify the most expendable officer in attendance so that we may have the brew sampled for fitness and consumption.  

(Expendable member comes forward, and receives a sample of the brew.  The expendable member then ad-libs results of sample to Mr. Vice).  

Everyone returns to seats.

Mr. Vice:  “Mr. President, the grog is prepared.”

President:  “Mr. Vice, show the members of the mess how to report to the growl bowl.”

Mr. Vice:  “Yes, Mr. President.”  (Moves to grog bowl).

“Members of the mess, the grog is divided into two groups, alcohol and non-alcohol.  If at some point tonight you are order to partake of the grog, you will move smartly to the bowl of your liking.

With your right hand, you will secure the dipper in this manner with the left-hand take hold of the cup.  Fill the cup at a minimum half way.   Return the ladle to the table and drop your right hand.  Place your right arm to your side, tilt your head back and drain the entire cup.  Simultaneously; lift your left leg; bring your right forefinger to your nose.  Immediately hop and dispose of the cup, and return to the position of attention.

Master of the Brew:  “Mr. President, will you please do us the honor of tasting the brew.”

***Note:  Master of the Brew secures a cup, and hands it to the President.

President:  “This is a fine kettle of brew…etc.”

1940

PRESIDENT:  “MR. VICE, SAMPLE THE MEAL TO SEE IF IT IS FIT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION.”

MR. VICE:  “YES, MR PRESIDENT” (NOD TO HEAD WAITRESS TO BE SERVED. MAKE ELABORATE DISPLAY OF SAMPLING MEAT AND VEGETABLES.)

MR. VICE:  “MR PRESIDENT”

PRESIDENT:  “YES, MISTER VICE”

MR. VICE:  “MR. PRESIDENT, I FIND THE PRIME RIB TO BE FROM THE HOUSE OF RAEFORD AND THE VEGETABLES TO BE THE FINEST GARDEN VARIETY AS A MATTER OF FACT MR. PRESIDENT IF I DIDN’T KNOW BETTER, I WOULD BELIEVE BIG GREEN GIANT WAS IN THE BACK PICKING THEM AS WE SPEAK.  I FIND THE MEAL TO BE FIT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION.”

MR. PRESIDENT:  “MR. VICE, BY YOUR FINDINGS WE MAY EXPECT A MEAL OF THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF CULINARY ART.  HAVE THE MEAL SERVED.”

MR. VICE:  “YES, MR. PRESIDENT; CHIEF STEWARD.  

PLEASE SERVE THE MEAL 

MR. VICE:  “MR. PRESIDENT,  FOR YOUR PLEASURE WE WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT THE CAROLING COMPANY COMMANDERS AND THE DIAMONDS IN THE ROUGH.  THEY WILL BE PERFORMING CHRISTMAS CAROLS WHILE WE DINE.  HOWEVER, I WOULD LIKE TO FINE THE GROUPS THAT ARE SUBSTANDARD.  WHAT KIND OF FINE SHALL I IMPOSE?”

PRESIDENT:  “WE WILL HAVE A MINIMUM FINE OF FIFTY CENTS AND A MAXIMUM FINE NOT TO EXCEED ONE DOLLAR PER INDIVIDUALHOWEVER, I RETAIN THE OPTION TO INCREASE THE FINES IF NEEDED.  MR. VICE, HAVE THE CAROLING COMMANDERS INITIATE THEIR ENTERTAINMENT. “

MR. VICE:  “YES, MR PRESIDENT.”

MR. VICE:  “CAROLING COMMANDERS, COMMENCE WITH YOUR ENTERTAINMENT.”

(NOTE:  THE DIAMONDS IN THE ROUGH WILL BE INTRODUCED IN A SIMILAR MANNER BY MR. VICE).  MR. VICE WILL LEVY APPROPRIATE FINES FOR ANY GROUP PERFORMING SUBSTANDARD ENTERTAINMENT. 

(MEAL COMPLETE)

PRESIDENT:  (ONCE HE ENSURES THAT ALL MEMBERS HAVE COMPLETED DINING, RAP GAVEL THREE TIME).

MR. VICE:  “YES, MR PRESIDENT.”

PRESIDENT:  “MR. VICE, I AM NOW ADJOURNING THE MESS FOR INTERMISSION.  PLEASE EXTEND AN INVITATION TO THE MESS MEMBERS TO JOIN THE OFFICIAL PARTY AND I IN THE LOUNGE."

MR. VICE:  “YES, MR. PRESIDENT. PLEASE RISE FOR THE EXITING OF THE OFFICIAL PARTY.”  (RAP GAVEL TWICE)

(OFFICIAL PARTY EXITS)

2100

MR. VICE:  AT THE SOUND OF THE BUGLE ALL MEMBERS OF THE MESS WILL REASSEMBLE.  “THE MESS IS NOW ADJOURNED FOR FIFTEEN MINUTES.  THE PRESIDENT OF THE MESS CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO JOIN HIM AND THE OFFICIAL PARTY IN THE LOUNGE.  IT IS REQUESTED THAT ALL MESS MEMBERS PLEASE EXIT THE DINING AREA DURING INTERMISSION. MEMBERS WILL RETURN TO THE MESS WHEN THE BUGLER SOUNDS ASSEMBLY TWICE.”

MR. VICE:  (DIRECTS BUGLER TO SOUND “ASSEMBLY TWICE.  AT THIS TIME THE MEMBERS OF THE MESS WILL FILE INTO THE DINING ROOM AND STAND BEHIND THEIR CHAIRS).

2115

MR. VICE:  “ LADIES AND GENTLEMAN, THE OFFICIAL PARTY.”

PRESIDENT:  (1 RAP OF GAVEL) “PLEASE BE SEATED.”

2120


PRESIDENT:  LTC CROSS, AS YOU ARE AWARE, WE HAVE A MAJOR DELIMA IN RE-ENLISTING SOLDIERS TO REMAIN IN OUR FINE ARMY.  I EXPECT YOU TO TAKE MEASURES TO RESOLVE THIS ISSUE IMMEDIATELY.  

LTC CROSS:  SIR THIS IS NOT AN ISSUE FOR THE 63D SIGNAL BATTALION.  LET ME THINK WHO COULD I REENLIST RIGHT NOW.  IT COULD BE ANY SOLDIER IN MY BATTALION.  I HAVE GOT IT.  SPECIALIST BILLIJO MITCHELL REPORT.  I WANT YOU FOR THE US ARMY.  WOULD YOU HONOR THE UNITED STATES ARMY AND RE-ENLIST?

LTC CROSS:  RE-ENLISTMENT NCO, BRING ME A CONTRACT NOW.  IWANT THIS SOLDIER.  

MR. VICE:  PLEASE RISE FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF THE CEREMONY.  

MR. VICE:  (AFTER THE RE-ENLISTMENT )  MEMBERS OF THE MESS, PLEASE BE SEATED. 

PRESIDENT:  “MR. VICE, I UNDERSTAND THAT THERE EXISTS WITHIN THE BRIGADE, A SUPERIOR LEVEL OF TALENT THAT CAN    ENTERTAIN THE MESS”.

MR. VICE:  “YES, MR. PRESIDENT,  THE BATTALIONS AND THE HEADQUARTERS COMPANY HAVE PREPARED TANTALIZING DISPLAYS OF TALENT FOR OUR PLEASURE.   

PRESIDENT:  “ MR. VICE, HAVE THE BATTALIONS INITIATE THEIR PLANNED ENTERTAINMENT.”

MR. VICE:  “YES, MR. PRESIDENT

MR. VICE:  “BATTALIONS, COMMENCE WITH YOUR ENTERTAINMENT.”MR. VICE WILL INTRODUCE EACH UNIT AS THE SKIT IS PROVIDED. 

(1) THE 56 TH SIGNAL BATTALION WILL PERFORM THEIR SKIT.  LIMIT TIME FOR SKIT TO 5 MINUTES.

(2) THE 63D SIGNAL BATTALION , WILL PERFORM THEIR SKIT. LIMIT TIME TO 5 MINUTES.

(3) THE 67 TH SIGNAL BATTALION WILL PERFORM THEIR SKIT. LIMIT TIME TO FIVE MINUTES.

(4) THE HHC, 93D SIGNAL BRIGADE WILL PERFORM THEIR SKIT. LIMIT TIME TO 5 MINUTES)

MR. VICE:  (AFTER ALL GROUPS HAVE PERFORMED THEIR SKITS).  “MR PRESIDENT, THIS CONCLUDES THIS EVENING’S ENTERTAINMENT.”

PRESIDENT:  “THANK YOU, MR. VICE.”  (COMMENTS)

2145

MR. VICE:  ALL POINTS OF ORDER ARE SUSPENDED.

MR. PRESIDENT:  INTRODUCES GUEST SPEAKER

2200

GUEST SPEAKER GIFT (COL SNOOK)

2210

CLOSING OF THE MESS (REMARKS BY MR. PRESIDENT)

2215

MR. VICE:  “PLEASE RISE FOR THE BENEDICTION AND RETIRING OF THE COLORS.”

MR. PRESIDENT:  CHAPLAIN RICHARDSON PLEASE GIVE THE BENEDICTION”.

(CHAPLAIN RENDERS BENEDICTION AND RETURNS TO SEAT)

2220

PRESIDENT:  “COLOR SERGEANT.”

(DRUM ROLL STARTS)

COLOR SERGEANT:  “SIR, REQUEST PERMISSION TO RETIRE THE COLORS.”

(COLOR SERGEANT AND COLORS MOVE TO PREDESIGNATED POSITION).

PRESIDENT: “RETIRE THE COLORS.”  (RETURN SALUTE)

COLOR SERGEANT:  “ORDER, ARMS; RIGHT, FACE; FORWARD, MARCH”

MR. VICE:  (AFTER COLORS HAVE EXITED) “MR. PRESIDENT, I RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT THE MESS BE CLOSED.”

PRESIDENT:  “THANK YOU, MR. VICE.  BRIGADE THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THE 93D SIGNAL BRIGADE DINING OUT.  I TRUST THAT YOU HAVE ENJOYED YOURSELVES.  I DECLARE THE MESS OFFICIALLY CLOSED.”

MR. VICE (RAPS GAVEL TWICE)  “OFFICERS, NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS PLEASE REMAIN STANDING UNTIL AFTER THE OFFICIAL PARTY DEPARTS THE AREA.  

(AFTER THE OFFICIAL PARTY EXITS)

2230

MR. VICE:  “THIS CONCLUDES TONIGHT’S CEREMONY.”  PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE INFORMAL SOCIAL.  THANK YOU

NARRATOR:  ALL MEMBERS OF THE MESS ARE ENCOURAGE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE EVENING ACTIVITES.  ANYONE FEELING CHALLENGE BY THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL SHOULD MAKE IT KNOWN TO A MEMBER OF THERE ORGANIZATION.  TRANSPORTATION IS AVAILABLE.  ENJOY THE REST OF THE EVENING AND HAVE A SAFE TRIP HOME.  
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